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— ooOoo — 

The  other  morning  I  met  a  friend  of  mine  who  works  for  the  United 
States  Department  cf  Agriculture. 

"Good  looking  coat  you're  wearing,"  said  he.   "Tweed,  isn't  it?     I  knew 
the  collar  is  raccoon." 


I  thanked  him  for  the  compliment,  and  asked  him  how  he  knew  my  collar 
was  raccoon. 


"Eow  did  I  know?"  he  asked.   "Knowing  furs  is  my  business.     Don't  you 
thirkl  can  recognize  genuine  raccoon  when  I  see  it?" 

"Oh,  cf  course,"  I  said.     "Only  some  people  can't.    _I  know  this  is 
genuine  raccoon,  because  I  boug.it  it  from  a  reliable  furrier." 

"Good  for  you, "  said  my  friend.     "Women  as  a  rule  are  very  poorly  in- 
formed as  to  the  wearing  qualities  cf  various  furs.     The  majority  of  women 
would  not  be  able  to  recognize  the  pelts  of  different  animals,   if  they  were 
exhibited  in  their  natural  state.     Do  you  believe  that,  Aunt  Sammy?" 

"Maybe  so,"  I  said,   "and  maybe  not  so."  (You  see  I  had  to  be  careful 
not  to  hurt  the  man's  feelings.) 

"Most  women,  11  he  continued,   "do  not  know  the  real  name  of  the  fur  used 
cn  their  coats;  they  cannot  recognize  rabbit  fur  in  many  of  its  disguises; 
they  do  not  know  how  to  select  the  proper  fur  to  give  the  best  service;  they 
have  no  idea  how  many  skins  it  takes  to  make  a  single  garment.     Why,  Aunt 
Sammy,  do  you  Know  that  the  popular  fur  Known  as  Hudson  seal  is  not  seal  at 
all,  but  plucked  and  dyed  muskrat?" 

I  admitted  that  I  had  not  known  this  important  fact.     Since  the  man 
seemed  inclined  to  tell  me  something  about  furs,  I  took  advantage  of  the 
eppcrtunity,  and  asked  him  a  lot  of  questions. 

"Do  you  think,"  I  as^ed,   "that  it  would  be  possible  to  enlighten 
women  regarding  furs?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  said  he.     "I  think  it  would  be  possible,  Aunt  Sammy.  Any- 
thing you  want  to  know,  particularly?" 
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"Yes,   sir.     If  yon  were  buying  a  dependable  wrap  ffcr  all  occasions,  one 
that  would  be  subjected  to  long  and  hard  wear,  what  kind  of  fur  should  it  be 
made  of?" 

"A  dependable  fur  wrap  for  all  occasions,"  said  he,   "subjected  to  hard 
and  long  wear,   should  be  made  of  otter,  beaver,  min.-c,  raccoon,  muskrat ,  Persian 
lamb,  Alaska  seal,  Russian  sable,  or  kolinsky,  which  comes  from  the  red  sable, 
or  Siberian  mink. " 

The  next  question  I  asked  was  what  kind  of  furs  one  should  select  for 
automob iling,   or  sports  wear.     The  answer  was  raccoon,  opossum,  civet  cat, 
muskrat,  lecpard,  ocelot,  pony,  and  xid  s--iin.     Evening  wraps  for  dress  are 
generally  made  of  ermine,   squirrel,  marten,  chinchilla,  broadtail,  and  mole. 
3y  the  way,  white  rabbit  is  used  to  imitate  ermine,  and  some  of  the  chin- 
chilla is  white  rabbit  that  has  been  dyed. 

The  chief  furs  used  for  trimming  other  furs,  and  cloth  coats,  are  fox, 
wolf,  fitch,  badger,  marten,  lynx,  ^enet ,  hamster,   squirrel,  and  rabbit.  In 
case  you  don't  know  it  alread. ,  genet  fur  is  cat  fur. 

I  asked  my  friend  why  a  good  fur  coat,  say  one  made  of  moleskin,  squirrel 
or  mink,   is  so  expensive. 

"7/hen  you  stop  to  thinx,  11  he  explained,   "that  it  requires  250  to  300 
moleskins,  200  to  250  squirrel  skins,   or  80  to  100  mink  skins,  to  make  one 
garment,  depending  of  course  upon  the  size  of  the  skins,   and  the  style  of  the 
garment,  the  cost  of  the  coat  dees  not  seem  so  great,  after  all. 

"The  skins  are  first  selected,  and  matcned  for  color  and  quality  of 
fur.     Then  they  are  cut  like  the  pattern,  and  sewed  by  machine  into  bacxs, 
fronts,  sleeves,  collars,  or  cuffs.     These  parts  are  then  nailed  to  boards, 
to  give  them  the  proper  alignment  necessary  to  make  a  smart  looking  garment. 
Then  these  parts  are  made  into  a  coat,  and  it  is  lined.     I  might  go  more  into 
detail  about  furs,  but  after  all,  to  become  an  expert  in  judging  furs  re- 
quires years  of  training  and  experience,  and  even  an  expert  may  be  fooled 
somet  imes . " 

"If  an  expert  may  be  fooled,"  I  said,   "7,?hat  chance  has  a  poor  lady 
customer,  who  admits  that  she  knows  practically  nothing  about  furs?" 

"The  safest  course  for  you    to  follow,"  said  the  man,    "is  to  deal 
only  with  a  furrier  who  cdn  be  trusted,  both  as  to  Knowledge  of  furs,  and  as 
to  business  integrity.     The  attitude  of  a  good  many  women  toward  furs  is 
like  that  of  a  good  many  people  toward  art  —  they  know  nothing  about  it, 
but  they  knew  what  they  like. 

"7.:omen  know  that  a  beautiful  fur  enhances  a  costume,  or  adds  to  the 
attractiveness  cf  the  person  wearing  it.     America  women  today  wear  more  fur 
than  those  in  any  other  country.     During  the  winter  every  woman  north  of 
Mason  and  Dixon's  Line  needs  to  be  lightly  clad  indoors,  and  warmly  clad 
outdoors.     The  fur  coat  solves  this  problem.     If  net  a  fur  coat,   then  a 
coat  trimmed  with  fur,  like  the  one  you  are  wearing.     T^ant  to  ask  any  more 
que st  ions ,  Aunt  Sammy? " 
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"I  was  just  thinking,"  I  said,   "what  a  lot  of  women  wearing  rabbit 
s.-cins  are  happy  in  the  thought  that  they  are  wearing  real  se_ais_£in  coats." 

"Yes,"  said  the  man.     "7iromen  are  peculiar.     One  of  the  oft-reoeated 
precepts  of  the  businej  t  worlo.  is  to  give  the  public  what  it  wants;  and 
there  is  a  certain  parv  of  the  public  which  likes  to  be  fooled.     A  wot. an 
who  could  not  be  oersuided  to  even  lco^:  at  a  garment  made  of  rabbit  fur, 
costing  $75,  or  $125,  will  be  charmed  with  the  same  coat  when  it  is  called 
French  seal,  and  price!  at  $200  or  $250.     The  unscrupulous  dealer  who  takes 
advantage  of  this  phasB  of  human  frailty  excuses  himself  on  the  gound  that 
he  has  made  both  himself  and  his  customer  haopy.     However,  there  is  really 
no  justification  for  sack  dishonesty,  for  rabbit  will  wear  like  rabbit, 
neither  better  nor  worse,  under  any  trade  name  given  it.     Babbit  skin, 
sheared  and  dyed  to  look  like  seal  skin,  has  appeared  under  many  trade  names, 
among  them  being  ITear  Seal,  Bay  Seal,  Trench  Seal,  Baltic  Seal,  .American  Seal 
and  Polar  Seal.     You'd  be  surprised,  at  what  a  great  part  the  humble  bunny 
plays  in  the  iur  industry.     Lid  you  :<now  that  thousands  of  tons  of  rabbit 
pelts  are  used  everj   year,   in  rr.^.-cing  felt  hats?     As  I  said  before,  rabbit  fur 
goes  by  many  names;  white  rab'cit  skins  are  known  as  French  ermine ;  s^ins 
clipped  and  dyed  to  Imitate  mole  are  called  coney-mole .      natural  gray  skins, 
which  in  the  hands  of  exoert  dyers  have  taxen  on  black  blotches,  are  called 
coney- 1  e q-j ar d.     S-.ins  from  young  rabbits  are  known  as  kit  coney. 

"Of  course,   so  long  as  the  public  is  not  deceived  by  the  trade  name, 
tnere  can  be  no  objection  to  its  use.    But  an  unscrupulous  merchant  could 
sell  an  unsuspecting  customer  a  fur  which  is  much  inferior  to  the  fur  she 
thinks  she  is  buying.     For  instance,  he  might  sell  her  a  pointed  fox  for  a 
silver  fox;  the  pointed  fox  being  a  red  fox,  djed  blacx,  with  badger  hairs 
glued  in,  and  a  white  tip  sewed  on  the  tail,     a  vigorous  campaign  has  been 
launched  against  this  method  of  deception.     The  Yational  Association  of  the 
Far  Industry  has  recently  published  'A  Dictionary  of  Fur  names,  1  which 
explains  what  every  fur  really  is.     For  instance,   say  you  want  to  know 
something  about  the  fur  called  'Isabella  fox'.     Look  it  up  in  the  Fur 
Dictionary,  and  you  will  find  that   'Isabella  fox'   is  the  improper  name  for 
domestic  dog,  dyed  and  curled,  11  concluded  my  friend. 

Some  day  soon,  perhaps  next  week,  I'm  going  to  get  more  information 
about  furs.  Perhaps  I  can  find  out  some  things  which  will  make  us  able  to 
choose  more  wisely,  when  we  go  to  buy  fur  coats,  and  fur-trimmed  coats. 

Tomorrow:     "Little  Girls'  Tresses." 
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